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1. Motivation

1.1 Believers often wish to experience their relationship with the Lord on a personal and intimate level. Holy Communion is always such an opportunity because everybody partakes in the elements of the sacrament in a very personal way.

1.2 To further develop this perspective on Holy Communion, namely that it also is a personal participation in and celebration of the death of our Lord Jesus Christ, Holy Communion may be celebrated in a different way than usual, e.g. during Ascension. At such an occasion a Holy Communion service will focus on silence before the Lord, seclusion, devotion and personal experience.

1.3 An event may be planned whereby the church building is open for a period of two hours or so, early in the morning or early in the evening. The table in the liturgical space with the elements is already prepared. A minister is permanently on duty at the table to share the elements to believers who wish to partake in Holy Communion.

1.4 An order of service is prepared in advance and is handed out to visitors at the doors. This will guide them through a process of silence, introspection and humiliation to participation in Holy Communion.

1.5 Worshippers arrive at the church building in their own time, take their orders of service, work through it, participate in Holy Communion and leave again in their own time.

Everything happens in silence and in a consecrated atmosphere. Soft consecrated music may be played to enhance such an atmosphere. This can be accomplished with CD’s, organ playing, choir singing or joint singing of hymns.

2. The order of service

Welcome at this special celebration of Holy Communion. Holy Communion gives you an opportunity to commemorate the death of our Lord Jesus Christ in a visible and tangible way. Through Holy Communion the Holy Spirit wishes to assure you of the Lord’s love for you. The Holy Spirit also wished to assure of your salvation and forgiveness of sins. This event differs from our traditional celebration of Holy Communion in the sense that you may have communion with God in a very personal and intimate atmosphere. Although other members of Christ’s body also celebrate Holy Communion with you, there is silence and soft music to enhance intimate communion with the Lord and the sacrament. Please note that no formal liturgy will be used. Further down the order of service you will be guided to worship God, to humble yourself and to partake in Holy Communion. Open yourself to the presence of the Holy Spirit. Enjoy the music and the atmosphere – allow it to help you focus upon the throne room and the resurrected Saviour. At the table a minister awaits you to serve you with the bread and the wine which you will partake in once you have returned to your seat. To really understand and experience the full meaning of this celebration of Holy Communion one should not be hurried.

Commencement: Become silent before the Father with a prayer of praise. Read one of the following Psalms: Psalm 100:1-5 or 104:1-5 or 150:1-6. Spend enough time to contemplate on the reading. What does it say to you? Respond in prayer.

Penitence: Search yourself for sins of thought, word and deed. Read Psalm 32:3-7 or 51:3-7, 11-15.

Prayer: Respond to the voice of the Spirit after having read one of the above-mentioned Psalms.

Holy Communion: All who confess Jesus Christ as Saviour and who have the confidence to partake in this sacrament in their own congregations, are welcome at this meal. Parents and children may partake as families.

Read the following scripture concerning the institution and meaning of Holy Communion – 1 Corinthians 11:23-26.

If you are ready to partake in Holy Communion now, you may move to the table. The minister will serve you with the bread and wine which you may partake in once you have returned to your seat.

Prayer of Thanksgiving: Now that the Father has nourished you with the bread and the wine, read Psalm 104:31-33 or Revelation 5:8-14.

Benediction: The Lord blesses you with words from Ephesians 3:16-19.

THE PEACE OF OUR LORD JESUS WILL BE WITH YOU!

