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Beloved brothers, sisters, young people and children. We are members of the Dutch Reformed Church …….. When we were still babies, we became members of the congregation of the Lord through baptism. At our baptism the Lord said to us: “I am your God. I promise to always be there for you and to help you.” He then called his Name over us: “You are baptised in the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” In this way the Lord asked us to trust Him en to follow Him. Our baptism also requires of us to be Name-carriers of the Lord. Everybody must see that we belong to the Lord and that we glorify his Name. God makes it possible for us to believe in Him and to love Him because He bound us to Him through baptism.

The Lord has given Holy Communion to his children. Here on the table we see the bread and the wine. The bread and the wine are like fingers that point to the love of the Lord. Bread and wine is evidence of the Lord’s love. The bread says Jesus had his body broken for our sins. The wine says Jesus had his blood spilt for our sins. When we eat the bread and drink the wine, we are saying that we believe this. We see with our own eyes what Jesus has done for us. We taste his love for us. When we eat the bread and drink the wine our hearts are overflowing with joy because Jesus loves us so much and we love Him equally as much. And we also love one another.

When we eat the bread and drink the wine our faith in the Lord is strengthened. We are strengthened to resist everything that drags the Lord’s Name through the mud and puts our neighbours in a bad light. Holy Communion gives us strength to talk with one another and other people about God. It also gives us the strength to listen to one another and other people; and to serve and follow the Lord. We also receive strength to serve our neighbour’s best interest and to assist him / her with our love and service. When someone is hungry, we must give him / her bread; when somebody is thirsty, we must give him / her water and if somebody falls we must pick him / her up. We must help people who have lost heart to regain hope. And we must comfort people who are sad.

When we eat the bread and drink the wine we become aware of a yearning for the second coming of the Lord Jesus. We look forward to live with God in the new heaven and the new earth. The Holy Spirit keeps this yearning alive. Let us now confess our faith together in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

Prayer / Worship

We worship you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We thank you that through Jesus Christ we may be your children and that the Holy Spirit assures us of of that. At this feast we want to celebrate your fatherhood and our childhood. We pray that when we eat the bread, we will taste your love on our tongues, and when we drink the wine, we will taste your forgiveness. Feed and strengthen our faith in you and our love for you as well as for one another. Make us your joyful and grateful children. We ask all of this in the Name of Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Celebration of Holy Communion

Prayer of Praise and Thanksgiving

Lord, we praise and worship your Name for you are good. Your love endures forever. As a father cares for his children, so you care for us. As a father forgives his children’s transgressions, so you forgive us our transgressions. We see and taste it in the bread and the wine. Out of thankfulness we want to praise you and follow you. In the Name of Jesus the Lord. Amen.

