Prayers of confession of sins & assurance of pardon

Option 1

Reading of the Law (Galatians 5:14)

Penitence

Petitioner: Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit away from us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

(And the congregation prays:)


Assurance of pardon

Blessed assurance (Hymn 453:1,3)

Option 2

Reading of the Law

Isaiah 43:18-25

18  "Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 19  See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland. 20  The wild animals honour me, the jackals and the owls, because I provide water in the desert and streams in the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen, 21  the people I formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise. 22 "Yet you have not called upon me, O Jacob, you have not wearied yourselves for me, O Israel. 23  You have not brought me sheep for burnt offerings, nor honoured me with your sacrifices. I have not burdened you with grain offerings nor wearied you with demands for incense. 24  You have not bought any fragrant calamus for me, or lavished on me the fat of your sacrifices. But you have burdened me with your sins and wearied me with your offences. 25  "I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.  

Penitence

Rock of ages

(Hymn 447:1,2)

Assurance of pardon

Isaiah 43:18,19

18  "Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 19  See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.
Isaiah 43:25

25 "I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.”

Praise the Lord! Ye heavens adore Him

(Hymn 3:1,2)

Option 3

Scripture Reading: Matthew 22

Confession of sin (Congregation seated)
Repeat after the minister:

Lord Jesus, please forgive me for my sins.

Forgive me for not always showing my love to my parents

Forgive me for not always showing my love to my friends

Forgive me for not always showing my love to you.

Forgive me for wanting to have things my way.

Forgive me when I forget to talk to you in my prayers.

Forgive me for not loving enough, LORD;

And teach me to love like Jesus loved.

Amen.

Assurance of Pardon (Congregation standing)

Now thank we all our God
Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices,

who wondrous things hath done, in whom this world rejoices;

who from our mothers’ arms hath bless’d us on our way

with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

Option 4

Confession of sin

Leader: 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

People:
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Leader:
Let us confess our sins before God and one another.

People:
Eternal God, whose Word is a lamp for our feet and a light for our path. We recognize and confess that we have failed to respond fully to your gracious presence in our lives. Through Jesus Christ you have offered us new life, fulfillment, and freedom to serve you. We confess that we are captive to sin, that binds us with false pride, and that the wrong we do is made worse by the good we leave undone.

Reconcile us to you and to all people. God of mercy, forgive all our sin and strengthen us anew for life as you intend it. Through Jesus Christ our Saviour. AMEN.

O Lord hear my prayer

O Lord hear my prayer.

O Lord hear my prayer.

When I call answer me.

O Lord hear my prayer.

O Lord hear my prayer.

Come and listen to me.
Assurance of Pardon

Leader:
Anyone in Christ becomes a new person altogether; the past is finished and gone, everything has become fresh and new. Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.

People:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

The Lord is my song

The Lord is my song.

The Lord is my praise:

All my hope comes from God.

The Lord is my song.

The Lord is my praise: 

God, the well-spring of life.
Option 5

9. Reading of law (by minister or reader):
10. Silence 

11. Confession by Congregation (Prayer for Forgiveness):

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father



in penitence we confess



that we have sinned against You



through our own fault



in thought, word and deed



and in what we have left undone.

For the sake of your Son, Christ our Lord,

Forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you 
in newness of life

          to the glory of your Name.

12.  Assurance of forgiveness

Option 6

9. Reading of law

10. Silence 

11. Confession by Congregation:

Father in heaven, we come to you
burdened by the memory  of many things
we have done or failed to do.
We have been thoughtless of the needs of others
We have been impatient of the faults of others
We have been despondent and easily cast down
We have not worked as we ought
We have not prayed as we ought
We have not lived as we pray.
We have not loved as you loved us.
For all that we ask your forgiveness, Father. Amen

12. Hymn 379 v 1,2  – Lord Jesus I long to be perfectly 

13. Assurance of forgiveness 

Words of Assurance and Assurance of Pardon

One fact remains that does not change: God has loved you, loves you now, and will love you always. This the good news that brings us new life.

[Women and Worship, NCH, 839]

Listen to the words of the scriptures: the mercy and the love of God are endless: God’s wrath is slow, and God’s love is eternal.

[Vilma M. Machin; transl. By Rose M. Grijalva, NCH 840]

The almighty and merciful God grant us pardon and remission of all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

[The Joint Liturgical Group, NCH, 841]

Lord, have mercy on us.


Christ, have mercy on us.


Lord, have mercy on us. 	AMEN.








