HOLY COMMUNION AND TENEBRAE SERVICE

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 On this autumn night, as darkness falls, we gather to remember 
the events of the evening when Jesus shared his last supper with his friends.

What then, shall we render to the Lord for all his bounty to us? 
We will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord
Psalm 116 v.13 NRSV

TIS 536/AHB  453:  "An upper room did our Lord prepare" Verses 1 and 2

GOSPEL : John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
                                                  (silent reflection)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God's love for the world has been revealed in Jesus Christ, who certainly loved us to the uttermost; Jesus - Saviour and Lord - who at his last meal with his 
disciples gave them – and us  that new commandment - "... love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."  (John 13:34,35 NRSV)

Merciful God, we confess that so often our discipleship has been weak ... 
when we have failed to serve as Jesus served; 
 forgive us.
                                      (silent confession)
 When we have failed to love one another as Jesus loves us; 
forgive us.
                                        (silent confession)
 When we have been happy to proclaim our devotion to Jesus with our lips
 and then denied him by our actions; 
forgive us. .                                     
                                         (silent confession)
Merciful God, empower us by your Spirit to be steady and true to you in 
every time of trial; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 
                      
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Jesus said: "I came not to judge the world, but to save the world "(John 12:47b
 and "having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end"
( John 13: 1b)  The good news therefore is this: In Jesus Christ, we are loved 
and we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!

INVITATION . 
 Jesus says: "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry
and whoever  believes in me will never be thirsty....and anyone who comes to
 me I will never drive away." 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 Living and loving God, we lift our hearts to you in gratitude 
and joy for all your gifts to us. 
 You made us in your own image and set us in this world of contrasting beauty. 
 In your great love you delivered your people of old from slavery and you 
have delivered us from the power of evil and death through the sacrificial love
 of Jesus  Christ. 
          We praise and honour you, holy God 
          Heaven and earth are surely full of your glory. 
          Blessed is He whose supper we share this night, 
         and blessed are we - renewed by his life. 
Before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour 
had come... and ... having loved his own who were in the world 
he loved them to the end; at supper with them, he washed the 
disciples' feet and gave them the new commandment: 
"... love one another as I have loved you." 
Lift the basin and towel and hold in silence for a moment.  
Lay it back on floor or small table
He took a loaf of bread and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take eat, 
this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 
After supper, he took the cup, and again giving thanks, 
he gave it to his disciples, saying  "Drink from this all of you. 
This is my blood of the new covenant which is poured out *
for you  and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
* Have the wine/grape juice in a jug and at the words "poured out" – pour the liquid into the chalice/goblet. The sound has a very moving impact on the senses. 
Be present, Lord Jesus, by your Holy Spirit as you were in 
that upper room with your disciples when you shared this 
last supper with them; make yourself known to us as we share
among us this bread and this wine - your life in us.  Amen.

TIS584/AHB 497 Both Tune 2  Woodworth "Just as I am..." Sung while seated

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death
 until he comes.  
 We eat and drink with thanksgiving, remembering all that Jesus has 
done for us .

Distribution by intinction is recommended. Explain to congregation that they will be given a piece of bread which they will dip into the cup and eat (before returning to seat if people have come forward to receive the bread and wine) .I f numbers make it possible, the minister takes loaf around and serves each person followed by an elder with the cup. If too many to serve like this, minister  and elder stand together and people invited to come forward to be served.

THE DISTRIBUTION 
 This is the body of Christ given in love for us all. 
 Amen 
 This is the blood of Christ poured out in love for us all. 
 Amen 

PRAYER 
ALL: Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for refreshing and renewing
 us with this meal - for nourishing our lives with the gracious gift of 
your life. Amen

TIS 536/AHB 453 : verses 3 and 4 – "and after supper he washed their feet"
 without musical accompaniment if possible.   When announcing the hymn invite people to remain standing at its conclusion.

THE PEACE 
 After Jesus had shared the meal with his disciples and washed their feet, he 
said to them,  "I have set you an example that you also should do as I have 
done to you...Love one another,  as I have loved you"... He also said "Peace I 
leave with you, my peace I give to you." 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
You are invited to share a sign of peace with those round about. 
            
                                            TENEBRAE 
                                   The Service Of Shadows 
The candles are lit, lights extinguished and the tape "Watch and Pray" started - quietly enough to be heard behind the readings.

READINGS 
1. THE SHADOW OF BETRAYAL Matthew 26:20-25 
2. THE SHADOW OF INNER AGONY Luke 22:40-44 
3. THE SHADOW OF LONELINESS Matthew 26:40-45 
4. THE SHADOW OF DESERTION Matthew 26:47-50,55,56 
5. THE SHADOW OF ACCUSATION Matthew 26:59-67 
6. THE SHADOW OF MOCKERY Mark 15:12-20 
7. THE SHADOW OF DEATH Luke 23:33-46 
After each reading, the reader says "Lord, have mercy" 
to which the response is "Christ, have mercy"

Only the Christ candle remains.

TIS 345/ AHB 261: verses 1-5 "Were you there when they crucified my Lord?" 
with leader reading first line of each verse in between each verse as church in almost complete darkness.  Invite everyone to hum the  tune through once 
more (without accompaniment) as the final reading is read.

FINAL READING 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God 
All things came into being through him, and without him not 
one thing came into being. What has come into being in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all people. (John 1:1-4 ) 
The light has come into the world, but people love the shadows 
rather than the light. 
                        The Christ candle is extinguished.
                                The church is in darkness
 If possible have a soloist sing TIS 9 :"My God, My God why have you 
abandoned me?" or play the tape :"My God, My God why have you 
abandoned me?" by Frank Andersen
After a brief time, only enough lights are switched on so that people can leave 
the church.

People can be invited to stay for a time of silent meditation and to leave when they wish. 
                                          DEPARTURE 
                   You are invited to leave the church in silence

