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FORM FOR THE SOLEMNISATION OF MARRIAGE

(Form used at CPRC, with "for better for worse" responses)
A... and B....

The Institution of Marriage
Marriage was instituted by God when, at the beginning He said, "It is not good for man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him" (Genesis 2:18). Therefore God created man and woman as partners, to supplement and help one another. To be united thus by God is:



a privilege


a joy and


a responsibility.

The Essence of Marriage 

In the close unity of holy matrimony there is no place for a third person; neither may it be terminated, because what God has joined together, man may not put asunder. This unity is the secret of a happy life, the foundation of a healthy family life and the cornerstone of a stable society. Couples who base their unity, happiness and future on God, and who submit their lives to the rule of God's Word and his Spirit, are an encouragement and inspiration for one another and for the wider body of believers, the church, as well as for society at large. Couples who start their married life in God's name, have the confidence to ask Him for his blessing and protection. 

Mutual responsibility
Husband and wife should submit to one another out of reverence for Christ (Ephesians 5:21).

A...., as husband you should love your wife as Christ loves his church (Ephesians 5:25). As Christ is the head of the church and as He gave Himself for the church, you should serve, guide and protect your wife.

B...., as wife you should remember that it is God who joined you to your husband, as the church was joined to Christ. As the church loves and obeys the Lord (Ephesians 5:24), you should love your husband and follow him in all that is just and fair.

Call upon husband and wife
You should both look up to the Lord and say to Him: "We will remain obedient and faithful to You. We will study your Word and fashion our lives according to it."

Live as people who have received God's gift of life. Avoid selfishness - it destroys the community between people. Give yourselves to one another, in good as well as bad times. 

Do not allow anyone or anything to come between you. Be prepared for Satan, who can never accept it when we are happy. Just as he brought sin, strife and death into this world, he tried since time immemorial to drive a wedge between husband and wife, between couples and their God. Trust God. Remember that Christ has conquered death and evil. 

Through his Word and Spirit God sanctifies the family as a sanctuary - a place where He is worshipped. Bring your children up in such a manner that they would know and serve God.

Contracting the marriage
A.... and B...., now that you know what the origin, nature, and purpose of marriage is, according to the Word of God, do you declare that it is your sincere resolve thus to live together in holy matrimony and do you desire now to be united in marriage? What is your answer?

Both answer: Yes, we do.

Declaration by the bridegroom
A...., do you solemnly declare that within your knowledge there is no lawful objection to your proposed marriage to the bride B...., at your side, and do you call all people present here to witness that you take B.... as your lawful wife? What is your answer?

He answers: Yes, I do.

Declaration by the bride
B...., do you solemnly declare that within your knowledge there is no lawful objection to your proposed marriage to the bridegroom, A..., at your side, and do you call all people present here to witness that you take A.... as your lawful husband? What is your answer?

She answers:  Yes, I do.

Vows declared to one another

(Bridegroom and bride are requested to turn, facing one another and declare to one another their vows. They repeat phrase for phrase after the minister.)

The bridegroom’s promise
Minister: The congregation have heard your declaration. Now declare your intention to your future wife with the following promise:

Bridegroom (repeats phrase by phrase after the minister):
 “I,  A…, take you B….
to be my wedded wife
to have and to hold
from this day forward;
in all seasons and circumstances -
for better, for worse,
for richer, for poorer,
in sickness and in health -
to love and to cherish
and to honour in the Lord
till death do us part.
Before God and his church

I promise my wife love and trust.
I promise never to forsake her,
but to guide her and love her,
and always remain loyal to her."

The bride’s promise
Minister: The congregation have heard your declaration. Now declare your intention to your future husband with the following promise:

Bride (repeats phrase by phrase after the minister):
“I,  B…, take you A….
to be my wedded husband
to have and to hold
from this day forward;
in all seasons and circumstances -
for better, for worse,
for richer, for poorer,
in sickness and in health -
to love and to cherish
and to honour in the Lord
till death do us part.

Before God and his church,
I promise my husband love and trust.
I promise never to forsake him,
but to love and to obey him,
in all that is just and fair."

Exhange of ring(s)
Minister to bridegroom:  A..., what token do you offer to symbolize this day and union? 

Bridegroom (repeats phrase by phrase): 

 With this ring/ I thee wed. (He puts the ring on her finger.)
Minister to bride: B..., what token do you offer to symbolize this day and union? 

Bride: (repeats phrase by phrase):
With this ring/ I thee wed. (She puts the ring on his finger.)
Minister:  Give each other the right hand.

Minister: Congregation, now that (Husband) and (Wife) have given their consent and made their vows to each other before God and this congregation, I now declare them to be lawfully married. Know that God has joined you together and accept in faith what God brings on your way as a married couple; ask and expect his blessing in everything.
(You may kiss the bride!)

Prayer
(The bridal couple may kneel.)
Almighty God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ sanctify and bless you that you may please Him both in body and soul and live together in holy love to your lives' end.

Give thanks to the Lord for He is gracious and His love is eternal.

His mercy endures for ever. Father Almighty, we offer ourselves to You as a living sacrifice in Jesus Christ our Lord. Send us out into the world in the power of the Holy Spirit to live and work in your praise and glory. AMEN

May God the Father protect you; may the Lord Jesus Christ dwell in you with all His love and grace; and may the Holy Spirit influence you to serve God, your fellowman and each other.

Now, go in peace and serve the Lord. In the Name  of Christ.

(The signing of the register.)

Hymn

Benediction 

