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1. Introduction

First Option 

Dearly beloved, we are gathered here as the people of God to witness the marriage of _______ and _______. We come to share in their joy and to ask God to bless them. Marriage is a gift of God, sealed by a sacred covenant. God gives human love. Through that love, husband and wife come to know each other with mutual care and companionship. God gives joy. Through that joy, wife and husband may share their new life with others as Jesus shared new wine at the wedding in Cana. With our love and our prayers, we support _______ and _______ as they now freely give themselves to each other.

Second Option

Dear friends, we gave come together in the presence of God to witness the marriage of _______ and _______, to surround them with our prayers, and to share in their joy. The scriptures teach that the bond and covenant of marriage is a gift of God, a holy mystery in which man and woman become one flesh, an image of the union of Christ and the church. As this woman and this man give themselves to each other today, we remember that at Cana in Galilee our Saviour Jesus Christ made the wedding feast a sign of God’s reign of love. Let us enter into this celebration confident that through the Holy Spirit, Chris is present with us now. We pray that this couple may fulfil God’s purpose for the whole of their lives. 

Prayer

One of these, a prayer of confession with an assurance of pardon, or a prayer of illumination may be offered.

First Option (Confession with an assurance of pardon)

Liturgist:
Let us pray.

All:

O God, we gather to celebrate your gift of love and its presence among us. We rejoice that two people have chosen to commit themselves to a life of loving faithfulness to one another. We praise you, O God, for the ways you have touched our lives with a variety of loving relationships. We give thanks that we have experienced your love of Jesus Christ and through the care and affection of other people. At the same time, we remember and confess to you, O God, that we often have failed to be loving, that we often have failed to be loving, that we often have taken for granted the people for whom we care most. We selfishly neglect and strain the bonds that unite us with others. We hurt those who love us and withdraw from the community that encircles us. Forgive us, O God. Renew within us an affectionate spirit. Enrich our lives with the gracious gift of your love so that we may embrace others with the same love so that we may embrace others with the same love. May our participation in this celebration of love and commitment give to us a new joy and responsiveness to the relationships we cherish; though Jesus Chris we pray. Amen. 

Liturgist:
Through the great depth and strength of God’s love for us, God reaches out to us to forgive our sins and to restore us to life. Be assured, children of God, that God’s love enfolds us and upbuilds us so that we may continue to love one another as God has loved us.

Second Option (Prayer of illumination)

Liturgist:
Let us pray.

All:

Gracious God, always faithful in your love for us, we rejoice in your presence. You create love. You unite us in one human family. You offer your word and lead us in light. You open your loving arms and embrace us with strength. May the presence of Christ fill our hearts with new joy and make new the lives of your servants whose marriage we celebrate. Bless all creation though this sign of your love shown in the love of ______ and ______ for each other. May the power of your Holy Spirit sustain them and all of us in love that knows no end. Amen.

Reading of Scripture

The congregation may be seated. One or more scripture lessons may be read by the one presiding, by members of the family, or by members of the wedding party. If Holy Communion is to be celebrated, it is appropriate that the readings include a Gospel lesson. A hymn, psalm, or other music may be offered between readings or before or after the sermon. Passages for consideration for use include the following ecumenical suggestions.

OLD TESTAMENT

Genesis 1:26-28, 31; 2:18-24

Psalms 23, 33, 34, 37:3-7, 67, 100, 103, 112, 117, 121, 127, 128, 136, 145, 148, 150.


Song of Solomon 2:8-13, 8:6-7

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Isaiah 54:5-8

Hosea 2:16-23

EPISTLES

Romans 8:31-39; 12:1-2, 9-18

1 Corinthians 6: 15-20, 13:1-13

Ephesians 3:14-21; 5:2, 21-33

Colossians 3:12-17

1 Peter 3:1-9

1 John 3:18-24, 4:7-16

Revelation 19:1, 5-9

GOSPELS

Matthew 5:1-12, 5:13-16; 7:21, 24-29; 19:3-6; 22:35-40

Mark 10:6-9, 13-16

John 2:1-11, 15:9-17

Sermon

Declaration of Intention

Liturgist:
(addressing the couple)
Before God and this congregation, I ask you to affirm your willingness to enter this covenant of marriage and to share all the joys and sorrows of this new relationship, whatever the future may hold.

Liturgist:
(addressing the groom)

________, will you have ________ to be your wife, and will you love her faithfully as long as you both shall live?

Groom:
I will, with the help of God.

Liturgist:
(addressing the bride)

________, will you have ________ to be your husband, and will you love him faithfully as long as you both shall live?

Bride:
I will, with the help of God.

Pledge of Support

This pledge of support should be used with the discretion of the pastor and in consultation with the people involved. It allows the family and congregation to pledge their support and encouragement to the couple. It is important to consider use of the pledge when there are children from previous relationships.

Children who share in the new family may be addressed in these or similar words. They may stand if able, at their places or may move near the couple.

Liturgist:

(addressing each child by name)

_______ (names), you are entering a new family. Will you give to this new family your trust, love and affection?

Each child:
I will, with the help of God.

Liturgist:

(addressing the bride and groom)

_______ and ______, will you be faithful and loving parents to _______ (names of children)?

Couple:

We will, with the help of God.

The pastor may invite the immediate families of the groom and bride, including adults or younger children from previous relationships, to stand in place, if they are able, and to offer their support in these or similar words.

Liturgist:

Will the families of ______ and ______ please stand / please answer in support of this couple. Do you offer your prayerful blessing and loving support to this marriage? If so, please say, “I do.”


Family Members:
I do.

All family members may be seated. The person(s) who escorted the bride may be seated with her family. The pastor may address the congregation in these or similar words.

Liturgist:

Do you, as the people of God, pledge your support and encouragement to the covenant commitment that _______ and ______ are making together? If so, please say, “We do.”

People:
We do.

An intercessory prayer, using the following or other words, may be offered.

Liturgist:

God of our mothers and of our fathers, hear our pledges encouraging and supporting this union of ______ and ______. Bless us as we offer our prayerful and loving support to their marriage. Bless them as they pledge their lives to each other. With faith in you and in each other, may this couple always bear witness to the reality of the love to which we witness this day. May their love continue to grow, and may it be a true reflection of your love for us all; through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Vows of the Marriage Covenant

The pastor may introduce the covenant promises in the following or similar words.

First Option.

Liturgist:

_______ and _______, by your covenant promises shared with us, unite yourselves in marriage and be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ.

Second Option.

Liturgist:

_______ and ______, speak your covenant promises that you have come to offer before God.

If able, the couple may face each other and join hands, the woman first giving her bouquet, if any, to an attendant. The groom and bride may say these or other words of covenant.

Bride:

______, I give myself to you to be your wife. I promise to love and sustain you in the covenant of marriage, from this day forward, in sickness and in health, in plenty and in want, in joy and in sorrow, as long as we both shall live.

Groom:

______, I give myself to you to be your husband. I promise to love and sustain you in the covenant of marriage, from this day forward, in sickness and in health, in plenty and in want, in joy and in sorrow, as long as we both shall live.

Exchange of Symbols

It is recommended that the giving and receiving of rings or other symbols be shared equally by both bride and groom.

Liturgist:

_______ and _______, what will you share to symbolise your love?

The groom and the bride may name the symbol(s) and present them / it to the pastor, who may hold or place a hand on the symbol(s) and offer one of these or another prayer.

First Option.

Liturgist:

By these symbols / this symbol of covenant promise, Gracious God, remind ______ and ______ of your encircling love and unending faithfulness that in all their life together they may know joy and peace in one another.

People:

Amen.

Second Option.

Liturgist:

Eternal God, who in the time of Noah gave us the rainbow as a sign of promise, bless these symbols / this symbol that they / it also may be signs / a sign of promises fulfilled in lives of faithful loving; through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

People:

Amen.

If both husband and wife receive symbols, options A and B are used.

Option A.

Groom:

_______, I give you this / these ________ (symbols) as a sign of my love and faithfulness. 

Bride:

_______, I give you this / these ________ (symbols) as a sign of my love and faithfulness. 

Option B.

Bride:

_______, I give you this / these ________ (symbols) as a sign of my love and faithfulness

Groom:

_______, I give you this / these ________ (symbols) as a sign of my love and faithfulness. 

Announcement of Marriage

If able, the couple may stand or kneel and join hands, and the pastor may place a hand on their joined hands while announcing the marriage, using one of these or other words.

First Option.

Liturgist:
(addressing the couple)

_______ and _______, you have committed yourselves to each other in this joyous and sacred covenant. Become one. Fulfill your promises. Love and serve God, honour Christ and each other, and rejoice in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Addressing the congregation: 

By their promises made before us this day, ​______ and ______ have united themselves as husband and wife in sacred covenant. Those whom God has joined together let no one separate.

Second Option.

Liturgist: (addressing the congregation)

Those whom God has joined together let no one separate.

Addressing the couple:

_______ and _______, you are wife and husband with the blessing of Christ’s church. Be merciful in all your ways, kind in heart, and humble in mind. Accept life, and be most patient and tolerant with one another. Forgive as freely as God has forgiven you. And, above everything else, be truly loving. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, remembering that as members of one body you are called to live in harmony, and never forget to be thankful for what God has done for you.

Blessing

If they are able, the couple may stand or kneel, with children from previous relationships who will share their household, if any, standing nearby. A blessing may be given for the couple or the family.

Blessing for the couple:

Liturgist:

The Christ of Christ attend you; the love God surround you; the Holy Spirit keep you that you may grow in holy love, find delight in each other always, and remain faithful until your life’s end.

People:

Amen.

Blessing for the family:

Liturgist:

May the God of Sarah and Abraham, who watches over all the families of the earth, bless your new family and establish your home in peace and steadfast love.

People:

Amen.

Passing the Peace

The one presiding may invite those who are able to stand and exchange gestures of peace.

Liturgist:

The peace of God be with you always.

People:

And also with you.

The bride and the groom may embrace. Using the same words as the pastor or similar ones, the groom and bride may move among the congregation exchanging the peace. After passing the peace, the people may be seated, and the couple may return to their places.
Benediction

All who are able may stand. One of these or another blessing may be given for all present.

First Option.

Liturgist:

Go forth in the love of God; go forth in hope and joy, knowing that God is with you always. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God and of Christ Jesus; and the blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, be with you, and remain with you always.

People:

Amen.

Second Option.

Liturgist:

May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you. May God look upon you with kindness and give you peace.

People:

Amen.

