Prayers

Preparation (Before worship)
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit; that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Sovereign (Lord). Amen.

[NCH, 846]

Eternal One (God), Silence from whom my words come, Questioner from whom my questions arise; Lover of whom all my loves are hints; Disturber in whom alone I find my rest; Mystery in whose depths I find healing and myself: enfold me now in your presence; restore to me your peace; renew me through your power; and ground me in your grace. Amen.

[Ted Lorder, CH, 847] 

Gracious God, oil the hinges of our hearts’ doors that they 

may swing gently and easily to welcome your coming. 

[Prayer from New Guinea, NCH, 816]

Almighty God, who has given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplications unto you, and does promise that where two or three are gathered together in your name, you will grant their requests: fulfil now the desires and petitions of your servants, as may be most expedient for them, granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the world to come, life everlasting. Amen.

[John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, NCH 817]

O God, we give you hearty thanks for the rest of the past night and for the gift of a new day, with its opportunities of pleasing you. Grant that we may so pass its hours in the perfect freedom of your service, that at eventide we may again give thanks unto you; through Jesus Christ our Sovereign. Amen.

[Daybreak Office of the Eastern Church, NCH, 818]

Post Communion

Gracious and loving God, you have made us one in the body of Christ, and nourished us at your table with holy food and drink. Now send us forth to be your people in the world. Grant us strength to persevere in resisting evil, and to proclaim in all we say and do your Good News in Christ Jesus our Saviour. Amen.

[NCH, 848]

O God, who is eternal salvation and inestimable blessedness: grant to all your servants, we pray you, that we who have received things holy and blessed may be enabled to be holy and blessed evermore. Amen.

[Henry Harbaugh, NCH 849]

Intercession

To God be glory;

To the angels honour;

To Satan confusion;

To the cross reverence;

To the Church exaltation;

To the departed quickening;

To the penitent acceptance;

To the sick and infirm recovery and healing;

And to the four quarters of the world peace and tranquillity;

And on us who are weak ands sinful may the compassion and mercies of our God come, and may they overshadow us continually. Amen.

[From the Old Syriac used by Christians in Turkey, Iran, and South India, NCH, 850]

Guidance

My spirit is one with you, Great Spirit.

You strengthen me day and night to share my very best with my brothers and sisters.

You, whom my people see in all of creation and in all people, show your love for us.

Help me to know, like the soaring eagle, the heights of knowledge. 

From the Four Direction, fill me with the four virtues of fortitude, generosity, respect, and wisdom; 

So that I will help my people walk in the path of understanding and peace.

[Lakota prayer, NCH, 851]

Serenity

God, give us

grace to accept with serenity the things that cannot be changed, 

courage to change the things that should be changed,

and the wisdom to distinguish the one from the other.

Peace

O God, it is your will to hold both heaven and earth in a single peace. Let the design of your great love shine on the waste of our wraths and sorrows, and give peace to your church, peace among nations, peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts. Amen.

[NCH, 853]

O God of many names, Lover of all nations: we pray for peace in our hearts, in our homes, in our nation, in our world; the peace of your will; the peace of our need. Amen.

[NCH, 854]

For the Church

We beseech you, O God, for your church throughout the world. May it grow in the faith of the cross and the power of the resurrection. May your spirit minister to it continually the redemption and reconciliation of all things. Keep it in your eternal unity, in great humility, in godly fear, and in your own pure and peaceable wisdom so easy to be entreated. Make it swift and mighty in the cause of the dominion of heaven. Cover, establish, and enlighten it, that it may see through all obscures the time, and that it may move in the shadow of your wing, with faith, obedience, sacrifice, and godly power, through Jesus Christ our Sovereign (Lord). Amen.

[P.T Forsyth, NCH, 855]

Eternal Life

Bring us, O God, at our last awakening into the house and gate of heaven, to enter into that gate and dwell in that house, where there shall be no night nor burning sun, but one equal light; no voice nor silence, but one equal music; no fears nor hopes, but one equal possession; no ends nor beginnings, but one equal eternity in the habitation of your glory and dominion, world without end. Amen.

[John Donne, NCH, 856]

Renewal of Mission

Come, Holy Spirit, renew the whole creation. Send the wind and flame of your transforming life to lift up the church in this day. Give wisdom and faith that we may know the great hope to which we are called. Come, Holy Spirit, renew the whole creation. Amen.

[NCH, 857]

Providence of God

O God, giver of all good, who continually pours your benefits upon us, age after age, the living wait upon you and find that of your faithfulness there is no end and that your care is unfailing. We praise you that the mystery of our life is a mystery of infinite goodness. We praise you for the order and constancy of nature; for the beauty and bounty of the earth; for day and night, summer and winter, seed time and harvest; for the varied gifts of loveliness and usefulness which every season brings. We give you thanks for all the comfort and joy of life, for our homes, for our friends, and for all the love and sympathy and goodwill of all people. Amen.

[A Book of Worship for Free Churches, NCH, 858]

Thankfulness and Hope

We thank you, for you are our God, and God of our fathers and mothers forever. You are the Refuge of our life, the Shield of our help. From generation to generation may we thank you and count your praises – evening, morning, and noon – for our lives which are committed into your hand, for our souls which are entrusted to you, for your miracles which are with us every day, for your wonders and goodness at all times. O Good One, your compassion does not fail. O Merciful One, your loving kindness never ceases. Forever we hope in you.

[Congregation of Beth El of the Sudbury River Valley, NCH, 859]

Those in Need

We bring before you, O God, the troubles and perils of people and nations, the sighing of prisoners and captives, the sorrows of the bereaved, the necessities of strangers, the helplessness of the weak, the despondency of the weary, the failing powers of the aged. O God, draw near to each, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Strength. Amen.

[Saint Anselm (1033-1109), NCH, 860]

Let us remember tonight (today) those who are in the bonds of poverty, who have neither sufficient food nor drink, the beauty of home, or the love of beauty. Bring us the day, O God, when the world shall no longer know such poverty as stunts growth and feeds crime, and teach us to realise that such things are not necessary to earth but are the result of our greed and selfishness, our wastefulness and wilful forgetting. Amen.

[W.E.B DuBois, NCH, 861]

Make us worthy, Blessed One, to serve those throughout the world who live and die in poverty or hunger. Give them, through our hands, this day their daily bread; and by our understanding love, give peace and joy. Amen.

[Mother Teresa of Calcutta, NCH 862]

Justice 

Show me the suffering of the most miserable 

so I will know my people’s plight.

Free me to pray for others


for you are present in every person.

Help me to take responsibility for my own life


so that I can be free at last.

Grant me courage to serve others


for in service there is true life.

Give me honesty and patience


so that I can work with other workers.

Bring forth song and celebration


so that the spirit will be alive among us.

Let the spirit flourish and grow


so that we will never tire of the struggle.

Let us remember those who have died for justice


for they have given us life.

Help us love even those who hate us,


so that we can change the world. Amen.

[United Farm Workers, NCH, 863]

God’s World

Almighty God, your word of creation caused the water to be filled with many kinds of living beings and the air to be filled with birds. With those who live in this world’s small islands we rejoice in the richness of your creation, and we pray for your wisdom for all who live on this earth, that we may wisely manage and not destroy what you have made for us and for our descendants. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

[Prayer from Samoa, NCH, 864]

Endeavours of the Day

O God, we thank you for the sweet refreshment of sleep and for the glory and vigour of the new day. As we set our faces once more toward our daily work, we pray for the strength sufficient for our tasks. May Christ’s spirit of duty and service ennoble all we do. Uphold us by the consciousness that our work is useful and a blessing to all. If there has been anything in our work harmful to others and dishonourable to ourselves, reveal it to our inner eye with such clearness that we shall hate it and put it away, though it be at a loss to ourselves. When we work with others, help us to regard them, not as servants to our will, but as brothers and sisters equal to us in human dignity, and equally worthy of their full reward. May there nothing in this day’s work of which we shall be ashamed when the sun has set, nor in the eventide of life when our task is done and we go to our eternal home to meet your face.

[Walter Rauschenbush, NCH, 865]

Evening

At last, O God, the sun’s heat has given way to the cool evening. Take, we pray, the heat out of our desires and our tempers, and in this evening hour calm us, that we may experience the peace and serenity which come from you. At last, O God, the sun’s brightness has given way to the rich colours of the evening. Prevent us, we pray, from being dazzled by the apparent brilliance of human achievement. And, in this evening hour, help us to rediscover the varied beauty of your creation, and appreciate afresh, in the stillness, the value of your abiding presence. For the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.

[Prayers for Today, for African congregations, NCH, 866]

The unity of the Church

1.

Almighty God, the Father of us all; hear our prayer and grant to the whole Christian people unity, peace and true accord both visible and invisible; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

2.

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ our only Saviour, the Prince of Peace: Give us grace seriously to lay to heart the great dangers we are in by our unhappy divisions. Take away all hatred and prejudice and whatever may hinder us from godly union and concord; that, as there is but one Body, and one Spirit and one hope of our calling one Lord, one faith, one baptism one God and Father of us all so we may be united in one holy bond of truth and peace of faith and love and may with one mind and one mouth glorify you through Jesus Christ our Lord.

[AAP, p82]

The mission of the Church

Almighty Father, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

[AAP, p83]

The children of the Church

Father of the beloved Son, you have committed to your holy Church the care and nurture of children: Enlighten with your wisdom those who teach and those who learn that rejoicing in the knowledge of your truth they may worship and serve you throughout their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

[AAP, p84]

The peace of the world

God our Father, you are the source of all truth and peace: Look with mercy on your children. Purify our hearts from all hatred, falsehood and prejudice and so guide us by your loving wisdom that peace and righteousness may be established among all people; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

[AAP, p 86]

Our country

Almighty God, the Father of us all, we ask you to inspire the people of this land with the spirit of justice, truth and love so that in all our dealings with one another we may show that together we are one in you; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

[AAP, p 86]

Responsible Citizenship

Lord Jesus Christ, the length, breadth, depth and height of your love is beyond our understanding: grant that this love may so transform us through your suffering as to make us reach out to the despairing and the desperate and work for justice, reconciliation and peace among all people; for your Name’s sake.

[AAP, p86]

In times of conflict

God our refuge and strength, you have bound us together in a common life: Help us, in the midst of our conflicts to confront one another without hatred or bitterness to listen for your voice amid competing claims and to work together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

[AAP, p87]

Our enemies

O God, the Lord of all, your Son commanded us to love our enemies and to pray for them. Lead us from prejudice to truth; deliver us from hatred, cruelty, and the spirit of revenge; and enable us to stand before you reconciled through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

[AAP, p 87]

Those who suffer for the sake of conscience

God of live and strength, your Son forgave his enemies even while suffering shame and death: Strengthen those who suffer for the sake of conscience; when they are accused save them from speaking in hatred or in anger; when they are rejected save them from bitterness; when they are imprisoned save them from despair; give us grace to discern your truth that our society may be cleansed and made new; in the name of our merciful and righteous judge Jesus Christ our Lord.

[AAP, p87]

The oppressed

Look with pity, heavenly Father on those who are threatened by hunger, injustice, terror, or death: Help us to banish cruelty from our midst. Strengthen those who seek equality for all and grant that every one of us may receive a due share in the riches of this land; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

[AAP, p88]

The unemployed

Heavenly Father, creator and giver of all good things, your Son learned a carpenter’s trade: Protect and defend all who suffer poverty and deprivation from being without work; guide the people of this land so to use its wealth and resources that all may find employment and receive just payment for their labour; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

[AAP, p88]

Those who influence public opinion

Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in every age by many voices: Direct those who speak where many listen; those who write what many read; those who influence what many see that they may do their part in making the heart of this people wise; its mind sound and its will righteous; to the honour of Jesus Christ our Lord.

[AAP, p88]

The preservation of the environment

Sovereign Lord, you are the creator and sustainer of the earth and you have given us dominion over its resources: Forgive us for squandering your gifts. Inspire us to conserve them and use them aright in the service of your people and to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

[AAP, p89]

Young people

Father of everlasting compassion, you see your children growing up in an uncertain and confusing world: Show them the path of life; enable them to triumph over failure and frustration to hold fast their faith in you and to keep alive their joy in your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

[AAP, 89]

Those suffering from addiction

God our Father, look with compassion upon those who through addiction to drugs or alcohol have lost their health and freedom: Remove the fears that bind them; strengthen them in their recovery; assure them of your love and give them friends to support them; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

[AAP, p90]

The aged

Lord God the giver of eternal life, look with mercy on all whose increasing years bring loneliness, distress, or weakness: Give them understanding helpers and the willingness to accept help and, as their strength diminishes, increase their faith and their assurance of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

[AAP, p90]

Our homes

Visit, Lord, our homes and drive far from them all the snares of the evil one: Let your holy angels dwell in them to preserve us in peace and may your blessing rest upon us evermore; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

[AAP, p90]

A Prayer attributed to St Francis

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let us sow love;

where there is injury, pardon;

where there is discord, union;

where there is doubt, faith;

where there is despair, hope;

where there is darkness, light;

where there is sadness, joy:

Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;

to be understood as to understand;

to be loved as to love;

for it is in giving that we receive;

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

[AAP, p91]

A Prayer for Africa

God, bless Africa.

Guard her children;

guide here leaders 

and give her peace;

for Jesus Christ’s sake.
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