O r d e r    o f    S e r v i c e – Christmas 

1. Praise & worship

2. Reading: 
John  1:1-4

3. Lighting of candles

Minister:  We light the Christ candle to remind us that the Light of the world was born.

Lighting of Christ candle.

The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it.

Congregation: 
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light

Minister: For us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders

Congregation:   And He will be called
Wonderful Counsellort, mighty God, 
everlasting Father, Prince of peace;

Of the increase of his rule and peace 
there will be no end.

Minister: loving Father,  we thank you for the light
and the hope you give us…

Lighting of  1st  Advent candle

and the peace you give us…

Lighting of 2nd  Advent candle
and the life you became for us…

Lighting of 3rd Advent candle

and the love you showed us.

Lighting of 4th Advent candle
Minister: The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Congregation: The Lord Almighty is with us,

The God of heaven and earth is in our midst.

Minister; Grace and peace to you from God our Father, our Lord Jesus Christ, through the working  of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

5. Congregation sing: 

Joy to the world! Hymn 337

6. Prayer of thanksgiving: 

Minister: the Lord is with you

Congregation: And He is with you
Minister: the Lord has come 

Congregation: the Lord has come indeed

Minister: let us celebrate his coming

Congregation: praise the Lord, o my soul

Minister: Eternal God, in all the gladness we enjoy at your coming to us, we ask you to fill our hearts 
with thankfulness and our mouths with songs.

O Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Immanuel.

Congregation: Come Lord Jesus
where there is hatred, give love
where there is sadness, give joy
where there is war, give peace
where there is greed, give kindness

Where there is evil, give goodness

Come lord Jesus
Give light to our darkness

Hear the prayers of our heart. Amen
8. Hymn of praise:  Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me…
9. Reading 

Matthew 2;1-12

10. Hymn 339: Hark! The herald angels sing
While an offering for the Bible Society is taken
12. Scripture & message

13. The Nicene creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty

Maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, 
Jesus Christ - the only Son of God

eternally begotten of the Father

God from God, Light from Light

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father;

Through Him all things were made 
For us and our salvation 

He came down from heaven

was incarnated of the Holy Spirit 
by the virgin Mary - and was made man.

For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate

He suffered death and was buried

On the third day He rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord the giver of life

who proceeds from the Father and the Son

who with the Father and the Son I
is worshipped and glorified
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We expect the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
14. Hymn 341: O come all ye faithful
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