Service of the Word (Alternative 1)

This is a traditional liturgy of Andrew Murray, Pretoria

Outline:

1. Preamble

2. Liturgy of the Lights

3. Trinitarian Hymn

4. Invocation

5. Salutation

6. Hymn 

7. Reading of the Law of God

8. Penitence

9. Assurance of Pardon

10. Confession of Faith

11. Prayer (Epiclesis)

12. Reading 

13. The Lord’s Prayer

14. Sermon

15. Prayer

16. Offertory

17. Closing Hymn

18. Benediction

Sometimes 7-10 is replaced with a time of devotion which may include silent prayer or reflection upon an inspiring work of art or Scripture Reading.

In spite of the fact that the basic liturgy remains the same, there is a lot of liturgical creativity in the way in which liturgical elements would be moved around and filled with new content.

1. Preamble

This hymn is sung while the minister walks to the table.

Creator Spirit, by whose aid the world’s foundations first were laid. Come visit every pious mind; come pour they joys on human kind. Fro sin and sorrow set us free and make they temples worthy thee.

2. Liturgy of the Lights

2.1 
The minister stands behind the table with two lit candles on it. 

This light (minister uses one hand to point in the direction of the first candle) represents creation. Blessed art Thou LORD God, King of the Universe, who brings forth light out of darkness.

This light (minister uses other hand to point in the direction of the other candle) represents redemption. The people who’ve sat in darkness have seen a great light. 

As these lights (minister uses both hands to point at both candles) give light to all those who dwell in God’s house, so may God’s Son, Jesus Christ illuminate us all with light and truth.

And all God’s people say: AMEN.

3. Trinitarian Hymn

One of the following Trinitarian hymns may be sung:

3.1
Lord of Lords, King of kings

Lord of lords, King of kings,

You alone are worthy;

All the earth and heaven sing

praises to your Name.

Praise the Father,

praise the Son,

praise the Spirit, everyone.

Praise the King of glory,

Praise Him for eternity!

3.2
Father, we love you

1
Father, we love you, we worship, and adore you, glorify your name in all the earth, 

glorify your name, glorify you name, 

glorify your name in all the earth.

2
Jesus, we love you…

3 
Spirit, we love you…

4. Invocation

Leader: 
Blessed is the name of God from this time on and forevermore.

People:
From the rising of the sun to its setting the name of God is to be praised
Leader:
It is good to give thanks to God, to sing praises to your name, O Most High

People:
to declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night.
5. Salutation

6. Hymn

7. Reading of the Law of God

8. Penitence

9. Assurance of Pardon

10. Confession of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed)

11. Prayer (Epiclesis)

12. Reading from the Scriptures

13. The Lord’s Prayer is sung after the Scripture Reading.

14. Sermon

15. Prayer

16. Offertory

17. Closing Hymn

18. Benediction

(After the benediction, the congregation sings, “Amen.”)

