Service of the Word: 

1.
Traditional Liturgy in the DRC

This is a traditional liturgy of the Dutch Reformed Church Outline

1.1
Invocation

1.2
Salutation

1.3
Hymn of Praise

1.4
Reading of the Law of God

1.5
Penitence

1.6
Assurance of Pardon

1.7
Confession of Faith

1.8
Prayer

1.9
Reading 

1.10
Sermon

1.11
Prayer

1.12
Offertory

1.13
Closing Hymn

1.14
Benediction

This liturgy may also be used creatively by making subtle changes of order and content. 

Please refer to Liturgical Resources for creative possibilities.
Sometimes 4-8 may be replaced with:

Reading of scripture that deals with sin and guilt.

Penitence

Assurance of Pardon

Confession of Faith

Reading of the Ten Commandments as rule of thankfulness.

1. Invocation

1.1 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Ps 124:8)

1.2
As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God! (Ps 42:1,2a)

1.3
I lift my eyes to the hills – from where will my help come? My help comes from God, who made heaven and earth. (Ps 121:1,2)
2. Salutation

2.1
Grace to you and peace from God our Father, our Lord Jesus Christ (Rom 1:7) and the Holy Spirit. 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of Jesus our Lord (2 Pet 1:2).

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth (Rev 1:4,5).

3. Hymn of Praise

4.
Reading of the Law of God

Exodus 20:1-17

Deuteronomy 5:1-21

Matthew 22:34-40

5.
Penitence

5.1
An appropriate hymn could be sung as part of the congregation’s penitence.

5.2
Penitence could also be done through supplication in prayer.

6. Assurance of Pardon

6.1
The minister says, “To all who approach their Saviour, Jesus Christ with genuine remorse and sincere faith, I now proclaim forgiveness of sins in the Name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.”

6.2
A short scripture reading may then be added, e.g. 1 John 1:9

6.3
A hymn may also follow the Assurance of Pardon

7. Confession of Faith

7.1
The Apostles’ Creed

i
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;

ii
and in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord;

iii
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,

iv
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell.

v
The third day He rose again from the dead.

vi
He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father almighty.

vii
From thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.

viii
I believe in the Holy Spirit;

ix
I believe in the Holy catholic church; the communion of saints, the

x
forgiveness of sins;

xi
the resurrection of the body;

xii 
and the life everlasting. AMEN.

The Nicene Creed

The Athanasian Creed

8. Prayer (Epiclesis)

8.1
A prayer that prepares for scripture reading and the sermon is in order.

9. Reading 

10.
Sermon

11.
Prayer

11.1
The Lord’s Prayer may follow:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

12. Offertory

13.
Closing Hymn

14.
Benediction

14.1
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God our Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you; now and for evermore! Amen.

14.2
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face towards you and give you peace! Amen.

14.3
The Lord is in front of you to prepare the way for you. The Lord is next to you to embrace you in his arms. The Lord is behind you to protect you from evil. The Lord is under you to carry you when you may fall. The Lord is around you to protect you. The Lord is above you to bless you. The Lord is in you to guide you with his Holy Spirit. God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you for evermore. Amen.

